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 Женева, 23.02.2022 г. 
 
Уважаема Професор Петева, 
Драги колеги и приятели, 
 
За втори път имам честта да участвам в Международния пътуващ семинар на УниБИТ. 

Бих искал да Ви благодаря за взаимното доверие и духа на сътрудничество, които изградих-
ме след научната среща, на която имах привилегията да бъда домакин в Международния 
център „Джон Нокс“ в Женева, Швейцария, през 2019 г.  

 
Темата на днешния семинар „Съвременни измерения на европейското образователно и 

научно пространство. Старият континент среща Средния изток и Австралия” е особено ак-
туална в нашия след-пандемичен свят, когато търсим прагматични решения за по-устойчиво 
общество и по-смислен живот за всички поколения. Образованието, основано на универсални 
ценности – уважение, етика, състрадание, съпричастност, справедливост – позволява да се изг-
ради самочувствие, по-силна идентичност и съзнание как личните ни качества, способности и 
знания могат да допринесат положително и конструктивно за растежа и мира.  

 
По време на срещата ни в Женева през 2019 г. разгледахме иновативни методи, чрез кои-

то академичната общност, научните изследвания и образованието през целия живот могат да 
улеснят изпълнението на повечето от Целите на ООН за Устойчиво развитие. В днешния диги-
тален глобализиран свят, ние вярваме, че знанието и прозрачното споделяне на информация са 
основни стълбове за предотвратяване на насилствения екстремизъм и опасните социални разде-
ления. Верен на своите принципи, Женевският Духовен Апел се застъпва за образование, върху 
което се гради трайно междукултурно и междурелигиозно сътрудничество, с краен резултат – 
по-добро благосъстояние на хората, които се развиват в хармония с природата и в устойчив об-
ществен и международен мир. Ние подкрепяме инициативи, които насърчават местни и между-
народни правила за управление, основани на знание, духовност и взаимно уважение.  

 
Настоящият семинар преследва именно такава цел. Желая на неговите участници и 

партньори пълен успех.  
 
С уважение,  

 
Венцеслав Т. Събев  
 
Вице-Президент, Женевски Духовен Апел 
Комисар, Международен Павилион на Мирното Съжителство, Женева 
Ventzeslav_sabev@unitingvalues.org 
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 Geneva, 23.02.2022 
 

Dear Professor Peteva, 
Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
For the second time I have the honor to participate in the International itinerant seminar of 

ULSIT. I would like to thank you for the mutual trust and collaborative spirit we have built since 
the scientific encounter I had the privilege to co-host at the International Reformed Center “John 
Knox” in Geneva, Switzerland, in 2019.  

 
The theme of today’s seminar, “Contemporary dimensions of European education and 

research – the Old continent meets the Middle East and Australia”, is particularly relevant in a 
post-pandemic world, while we look for pragmatic solutions to strenghten social resilience and 
respond to growing appeals from all generations for meaning in life. Value-based education, 
embedding respect, ethics, compassion, empathy, justice, enables to build self-confidence, a 
stronger identity and recognition of our own competencies and knowledge, which can positively 
and constructively contribute to growth and peace. 

 
During the encounter in Geneva in 2019, we looked at innovative methods through which 

the academic community, scientific research and life-long education can facilitate the 
implementation of a large number of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. In today’s 
digitally globalized world, we believe that knowledge and transparent information sharing are 
essential pilars in preventing violent extremism and dangerous social divisions. Faithful to its 
principles since its foundation twenty years ago, the Geneva Spiritual Appeal continues to advocate 
that education is the basis for lasting international, cross-cultural and inter-faith solidarity, 
cooperation and peace. In times of uncertainty as today, we support initiatives which promote local 
and international governance rules based on education, uniting spiritual roots and mutual respect.  

 
The ongoing seminar follows this direction and I wish its participants and partners full 

success. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Ventzeslav Sabev 
 
Vice-President, Geneva Spiritual Appeal 
Commissioner, International Pavilion of the Living Togetherin Peace, Geneva 
Ventzeslav_sabev@unitingvalues.org 
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Prof. Frédéric Esposito, PhD 
Director, Bachelor’s in International Relations 
 
Tel:  (+41 22) 379 37 08 
E-mail:  Frederic.Esposito@unige.ch 

 

Geneva, 24.02.2022 
 
Dear Madam Rector, Professor Peteva, 
Dear Prof. Denchev, 
Dear Participants at the International Seminar  
“Contemporary Dimensions of European Education and Research”, 
 
I recall our first meeting in Geneva, in September 2019, during the seminar of the ULSIT 

Youth Academy for Knowledge Management. I have been impressed by the diversity of topics 
covered and the active interest of students for the wide range of issues covered by international 
organizations in Geneva. Certainly, with the end of Covid-related restrictions, we shall be looking 
forward to new opportunities to meet and work together. 

 
The University of Geneva is at the forefront of the research on innovative methods of 

education and knowledge transmission in a post-pandemic world. We invest on most advanced 
information technologies, but make sure to attract and retain faculty members with up-to-date 
expertise, as well as partners who complement our curriculum. In this sense, the axis from Geneva, 
through the Middle East, to Australia is valuable and strategic for long-term collaborations.  

 
On behalf of the leadership of the Global Studies Insititute and of the Rectorate of the 

Geneva University, I wish you success in this seminar and in the effort to build together the future 
of education. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Frédéric Esposito 
Global Studies Institute,  
University of Geneva 
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Prof. Zein, 
Prof. Peteva, 
Prof. Denchev  
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentleman, 
 
Good morning and welcome to all of you. I’m so glad that all of you are able to 

attend. It is my honor to be here this morning with you. Thanks for joining this 
seminar, and for the important job you do in your mission to enlighten through 
education and science.  

It is my hope that this conference would be able to achieve its objective in 
providing an effective forum for academician, researchers, and practitioners to 
advancing knowledge, research, and technology for humanity. There has always been 
a gap between peoples and communities who can make effective use of education and 
science and those who cannot. ‘We all understand the importance of science, 
technology and innovation in our day-to-day lives and the ways in which they are 
transforming the world. 

If this was not clear earlier, it is blindingly obvious now in the time of the war 
in Ukraine and the post COVID-19 pandemic. Science, technology and innovation 
are indispensable for our response to, and recovery from, this crisis. 

Equally important is our collaboration in this great effort. 
I recognize that all of you are committed to creating bridges of understanding 

and respect that will bring people of different backgrounds together to build stronger 
bonds of communication and cooperation. To increase the awareness and 
understanding of the new educational challenges and the need to shape the skills of 
the new generation, to enhance relationships between different educational 
institutions and systems and their counterparts by recognizing excellence in 
educational practices and setting new benchmarks in science across regions.  

My believe is that such events make stronger dialog and better understanding of 
each other’s systems and the ways of achieving similar goals. Because education is the 
first step. Today is an opportunity for people of different backgrounds and scientific 
experiences to come together in the spirit of respect and tolerance, to share the richness 
of their common beliefs, and to enjoy the traditions of hospitality of our hosts.  

I am convinced that there is so much you can do together and look at the future 
with optimism and eagerness of what has yet to be accomplished. I believe you can 
work in close and creative harmony exploring fresh opportunities, as well as building 
a network of activities that strengthen this bilateral relationship. 

Maybe, this will set an example for our children to follow and make our and fu-
ture communities a better place to live in. Especially in these crazy times we witness 
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today, when brothers and sisters slaughter each other for the sake of fulfilling the in-
terests of their leaders. Because we need new horizons, but without swords. As good 
swordsman or a good leader is much more important than a good sword. And 
education and academic research into the reasons behind such crisis and the 
effectiveness of our policy tools plays an essential role in a way to shape those future 
leaders. It is in your hands.  

So today, as we gather to share the modern dimensions of education and 
science let’s remember that first of all we are all people, summoned to care for our 
brothers and sisters and that we all come together today not only as university 
representatives or scientists, but also as friends...  

Thank you for joining here today in this effort to build those bridges of 
dialogue and understanding between continents.  I hope all of you will have a 
wonderful experience.  

Finally, please allow me to express my deep gratitude to the team of the 
Wollongong University Dubai for the support and the role that they have played in 
putting together this conference.  

 
Thank you.   
 
EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
Villa 6, Jafn St. (Al NAhayan Camp) near Delma St, 
P.O.Box 73541, Abu Dhabi 
Tel: +971 2 644 3381/+971 2 644 3383/+971 2 644 3384 
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COPYRIGHT AND PUBLISHING –PERSPECTIVES 
IN THE DIGITAL ERA 

Evelina Zdravkova, Evgeniya Vasileva 
University of Library Studies and Information Technologies 

Abstract: The problem of the modern world is the dilemma for the print media and the print industry 
– will it survive in “virtual reality” or is it already in survival mode. The publishing business is important in 
the modern world. Digital technologies are expanding the scope of publishing. At the heart of this global 
process is intellectual property, and in particular copyright. This report considers the work of publishers as 
a complex intellectual activity in which the work of the author and his works are highly valued as works of 
the human mind and intellect. A conceptual business model of a publishing house is presented, which 
demonstrates the modern business logic of the organization, illustrates its elements and the relationship 
between them. Emphasis in the development is the extremely dynamic development and species diversity of 
electronic media, which replace material media, as well as the constant search for solutions for the 
protection and preservation of e-content in its authentic form. The main purpose of law is to regulate public 
relations and this is also true in copyright relations in the publishing industry. Copyright settlement is a type 
of bargaining. The harmonious inclusion of the publishing house in the surrounding external environment 
guarantees its competitiveness in the conditions of the modern digital world. 

Keywords: author, copyright, digitalworld, publishing house, intellectual property 

In the transition of humanity to the modern knowledge society, one of the driving factors is 
publishing. Thanks to its growth after the invention of the printing press and the new way of 
disseminating information, it meets the growing needs of society, but also creates new ones – from 
ever-growing information arrays. This need has been largely catalyzed by the development of 
society in the fields of education, science and culture, largely covered and influenced by 
technological change over the last century. 

These factors are increasingly influential in the modern digital age, which some researchers 
describe as “creative destruction” – the emergence of new models of development, destroying the 
old [1]. One of the leading problems of our time is the dilemma for the print media and the print 
industry as a whole – whether they will survive in “virtual reality” or are already in survival mode. 
The publishing business is significant worldwide, catalyzing not only huge financial flows, but also 
information flows, of which the publication of research results represents the largest share in the 
total (associated) public intelligence [2]. 

Digital technologies with their new and exciting formats have significantly expanded the 
scope of publishing, specializing in books and periodicals, allowing publishers to reach a wider 
audience, regardless of the location and preferences of the reader. 

Copyright is at the heart of this global process [3]. 
Historically, copyright arose to secure the monopoly of printers in England with the so-called 

Queen Mary's Act of 1557. It allowed printers to republish a book they had already printed, provided 
it was approved by official censors. Two centuries later, Queen Anne's law of 1771 regulated the state 
monopoly on printing publications and began to regulate their work. But it also does not regulate the 
rights of the authors themselves. 57 years later, Russia adopted the Document on the Status of 
Writers’ Rights, which regulates copyright, but it is in line with the new Censorship Statute. 

Historical data on the emergence of copyright are scarce, but researchers believe that 
copyright protection is crucial for the development of culture and freedom of speech over the 
centuries [4]. Today, developed democracies are working hard to refine copyright and intellectual 
property law in general. 

“Intellectual property” is a relatively new concept – from the middle of the twentieth 
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century, which defines the exclusive rights over the creations of the human mind and human 
intellect [5]. This is how the owners' possession of their works is advertised. Works of science, 
literature and other arts, including objects of architecture, photography, computer programs, 
performances by musicians, dancers, reciters, graphic design of printed publications may be 
protected as intellectual property, in particular by copyright and related rights of copyright. In the 
spiritual realm of human life, such rights arise for the author automatically, at the time of the 
creation of the work, expressed in any way and objectified in any form. 

The work of the publishers is a complex intellectual activity, which is based on life and 
business experience, creative imagination, individual approach and skillful collaboration with the 
artistic world. In this sense, it is a kind of creative process. The result is a product of artistic value 
that has an author. The author is the creator of the object of copyright under the Berne Convention 
of 1886, which divides literary works into two groups – written and oral works.  

The publishing business is among the objects of both types: copyright and rights related to 
copyright. The object of copyright is the original work of human genius in the field of science, 
literature, arts, and the right to intellectual property over it belongs to its author. Objects of related 
rights are works created as a result of the expression of the original work by a new author – 
performer or compiler. These include adaptations of existing works – translations, arrangements of 
musical works, solo performances; collective works – databases, encyclopedias, dictionaries, 
bibliographic catalogs; and collective works – anthologies, collections, anthologies, periodicals. In 
the case of works with more than one author, the copyright belongs to them in common. The 
consent of all authors is required for each use and/or adaptation of the work. If the parts of the work 
do not have an independent meaning, then each of the co-authors may allow their own use of the 
part. Art. 4 of the Copyright and Related Rights Act [6] stipulates that the normative and individual 
acts of state governing bodies, their official translations, ideas and concepts, folklore works, news, 
facts, information and data are not subject to copyright. [6]  

Rights are property and non-property. It is here that publishing finds its place as a business 
with objects of intellectual property and in particular copyright and related rights. Non-property are: 
the right of authorship, the right to use a copyright name, pseudonym or anonymous, the right to 
publish, disclose and use the work, the right to inviolability of the work, ie. preservation of the 
integrity and immutability of the work, the right of the author to access the original, the right to 
mark an identification mark, the right to change the work, to stop its use due to changes in their 
beliefs. 

Property rights are a set of all possible forms of use of the work: the exclusive right of the 
author to use his work and give it to others to use it, and in this case he has no right to use it 
himself, but has the right to request and to receive remuneration for each type of use of the work 
and for each subsequent use of the same type. In the context of property rights are reproduction –
“fixation of the work or part of it on a tangible medium, regardless of its form in one or more 
copies”; distribution – sale, exchange, donation, rental or lending, import and export of original 
copies of the work, public presentation or performance of the work, translation or adaptation. All 
these activities are within the scope and essence of publishing. 

All this raises the need to build a model that is most suitable for an adequate description of 
the studied system in terms of the identified problem. It makes sense only when, in the process of 
the direct relationship between him and the subject, new information is obtained that man could not 
receive directly. Multiple effects (parallel or sequential) can be experimented on the model. As a 
result, it is possible to “lose” more versions of the solution, ensuring that the level reached by the 
publisher is maintained and ensuring competitiveness in the future. 

The publishing business model can be seen as a conceptual tool that, in order to demonstrate 
the business logic of the organization, illustrates its elements and the relationship between them. 

But before experimenting with the model, you need to determine the goals and capabilities 
of the particular publisher, what it will publish, what is the target audience of the literature to be 
published; how the publishing product will reach the consumer. 
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Identifying the factors of change that can be localized as internal and external is an important 
step towards outlining the forecast model of publishing and academic activity in particular. 

By applying the established scientific methods of systems analysis, modeling of functional 
structures, decomposition of publishing as a system, it is possible to specify which are the most 
influential factors on changes in the functional model and its constituent components and how they 
will change the publishing system. 

The use of the functional decomposition method begins with the identification of the system-
determining elements and the resource-providing flows. 

The focus of the changes through the functional model is to identify the main problem areas that 
have arisen and affected the management of information processes in the publishing business in the 
modern environment, defined as highly competitive. The system-determining elements and their 
identification would help to clarify their role and outline how changes in them will change the 
functional model of the publishing house. For this reason, the model includes factors that help it create 
value for modern consumers and thus, relying mainly on environmental factors, ensures its 
competitiveness. 

The biggest change in this aspect in the last 30 years is the replacement of material media 
(predominantly paper, but also microfilms, microfiches) with electronic media, whose species 
diversity is changing extremely dynamically and requires constant search for solutions for 
preservation and storage in authentic type of electronic content. 

The resource-providing flows of the publishing system can be identified as creating and 
consuming resources of the system. This also shows to what extent the changes, under the influence 
of the environment for their generation and dissemination, will determine their sustainable presence 
in it and on this basis to make the forecast for maintaining this sustainability in the future. 

Sometimes, most often in the digital distribution of a work of authorship, the opinion is 
promoted that copyright can be neglected. 

The legal nature of the term “intellectual property” includes the interpretation of “free use” 
of works. “Free use” of works is considered to be any use that does not infringe the copyright. Free 
use without the consent of the copyright holder and without payment of remuneration is 
permissible, but only in certain cases: reproduction of non-commercial printed works (excluding 
music) and reproduction of works by an individual for his personal non-commercial use. Such 
examples are: quoting already published works with the name of the author and the work for 
scientific and educational purposes, such as current information in daily media and news, 
reproduction of photographs, videos related to current events, reproduction of works in libraries, 
museums, educational and archival institutions for educational or non-commercial purposes, for 
reproducing works in Braille, for works relating to national security and in court, for works during 
religious ceremonies. 

Proponents of this concept try to impose it everywhere by quoting exceptions and limitations 
both nationally and internationally. 

Undoubtedly, the changes in the channels for content transmission – the transformations 
“material – electronic media” must also be taken into account. 

The final product of the publishing activity is a material object [7]. It has an appearance, an 
artistic layout, which in the stylistics of intellectual property is design. Design as a work of art is an 
object of copyright, falls into the category of copyrighted works, because it is objectified through 
the body of the published material printed body. In these cases, the design falls within the scope of 
protection as an object of copyright. 

In summary, it should be emphasized that the harmonious inclusion of the publishing house 
in the surrounding external business environment guarantees its competitiveness, and to some 
extent it depends on the staff and corporate culture. This type of culture is also called the culture of 
adhocracy or, in other words, a flexible, adaptable and informal organizational structure without 
bureaucratic procedures, which is based on quick decision-making and lightning-fast action. This 
type of culture encourages an entrepreneurial type of work environment in which employees take 
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risks and pursue innovative ideas. The result is a lot of innovation, training and self-learning and 
professional growth – for both employees and the organization. 

The structure of technologies for the presentation of content is changing, in which there is a 
gradual but continuous contraction of the share of traditional printing technologies and the introduction 
of e-publishing. This, in turn, presupposes a number of additional problems related to the management 
of production processes, copyright and related rights, the search for new technological platforms for the 
distribution of electronic content. In general, they cover at the present stage the impact of technological 
innovation on the production, organizational and management principles of publishing. 

There are also changes in the environment for the implementation of the production process. 
First of all, here are the communication transformations, which create preconditions for accelerating 
the management cycle and the production process, as well as the opportunities for dynamic 
adjustment of the overall management model to the environmental conditions – “internal and 
external problems”. 

The change in the models of publishing in the context of changes in socio-political life and 
the impact of new technologies and globalization in turn raises problems with bringing the legal and 
regulatory framework in line with the creation and adoption of new models of publishing. They are 
related to the imposition of changes in the legislation of the Republic of Bulgaria, the 
synchronization with the European legislation and the creation of new regulatory norms in order to 
preserve the national identity within the EU and in the global media market. 

In the changes in the technologies of content creation, when electronic media are dominant, 
the socio-political conditions in which the publishing process and the related reading problems, 
factors and conditions for creating and structuring are crucial for the final result. audiences, the 
emergence of new social phenomena and their importance for the publishing process. 

But undoubtedly the most important are the target groups of users, distribution channels and 
technologies for interaction with consumers. 

If the main target group of a publishing house is students, doctoral students and postdoctoral 
students, the main task to ensure its competitiveness is to take into account their needs, habits and 
preferences, given that these users of educational products will not benefit from the university 
library if it does not offer high quality service and online access to study materials. The spread of 
the corona virus on a global scale is causing a crisis, defined as the most significant since the World 
War II. The world is no longer the same. Against the background of unconventionally optimistic 
forecasts for the reflection of the situation on the world economy, the field of education – 
considered to be one of the most conservative, has mobilized itself extremely quickly and proves 
that it can also function under any circumstances. The dynamic development of events at the 
moment necessitates the change for education on a global scale. [8] In the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the educational process has repeatedly shifted to distance learning, and this fact has 
created new needs – creating a new form of e-learning tool – an online course to complement the 
existing palette of learning texts and materials. 

Therefore, the type of educational product – printed or electronic – should be seriously and 
seriously discussed again, and the conversation should be updated to improve its quality. This issue 
is particularly acute in information technology textbooks, most of which are reasonable and 
effective to provide through the publisher's digital resources. 

The publishing house, as well as the consumers of its products, are able to rethink their 
culture of consumption, abandoning the traditional notion of society. 

Last but not least, the publishing house can take care of the development of the habits of 
those who will develop, create and maintain the new digital resources, portals and other distribution 
mechanisms. 

In order to respect the work of the author in the publishing business there is a publishing 
contract. With it, the author grants the publisher the right to reproduce and distribute the work, and the 
publisher undertakes to perform these actions and to pay the author a fee. A publishing contract may 
cede the right to reproduce and distribute a work already created or a work that the author undertakes to 
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create. The publishing contract is concluded in writing. Unless otherwise provided in the publishing 
contract, it is considered that: the publisher has been assigned the right to only one edition; the publisher 
has been granted the right to publish the work in a circulation of up to ten thousand copies; the author is 
due remuneration in the amount of a percentage of the retail price of each copy sold; the number of 
copies that the publisher will provide to the author free of charge shall not be less than five; the 
publisher has the right to publish the work in the language in which it was transmitted. 

The main purpose of law is to regulate public relations and this is also true in copyright relations 
in the publishing industry. Copyright settlement is a type of bargaining. If the terms are not mutually 
beneficial, a deal is not concluded. Foreign publishers prefer to use organizations for collective 
management of rights, in our country the author usually negotiates directly with the publisher. 

In conclusion, it should be noted that nowadays, in order to create a competitive publishing 
house, the following basic questions must be answered very honestly and accurately, and then the 
necessary measures must be taken: 

1. Does digitalisation threaten your business or open up new opportunities? 
2. What business model is best for your company? 
3. What is your digital competitive advantage? 
4. How do you intend to get involved in the use of mobile devices and the Internet of Things? 
5. Do you have the necessary opportunity to rethink the activities of your company? 
6. Do you have leaders who will rethink the transformation? ... 
Then perform the iteration, adjust the course, learn from the actions taken and move on to 

the next stage of continuous transformation. “In our opinion, success differs from failure in the 
readiness for change and flexibility of thinking” [9]. 

Any attempt to study copyright competence undoubtedly leads to new scientific products 
that meet the modern information environment and increase the quality of protection of intellectual 
property of authors and publishers in the digital age. 
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