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 Женева, 23.02.2022 г. 
 
Уважаема Професор Петева, 
Драги колеги и приятели, 
 
За втори път имам честта да участвам в Международния пътуващ семинар на УниБИТ. 

Бих искал да Ви благодаря за взаимното доверие и духа на сътрудничество, които изградих-
ме след научната среща, на която имах привилегията да бъда домакин в Международния 
център „Джон Нокс“ в Женева, Швейцария, през 2019 г.  

 
Темата на днешния семинар „Съвременни измерения на европейското образователно и 

научно пространство. Старият континент среща Средния изток и Австралия” е особено ак-
туална в нашия след-пандемичен свят, когато търсим прагматични решения за по-устойчиво 
общество и по-смислен живот за всички поколения. Образованието, основано на универсални 
ценности – уважение, етика, състрадание, съпричастност, справедливост – позволява да се изг-
ради самочувствие, по-силна идентичност и съзнание как личните ни качества, способности и 
знания могат да допринесат положително и конструктивно за растежа и мира.  

 
По време на срещата ни в Женева през 2019 г. разгледахме иновативни методи, чрез кои-

то академичната общност, научните изследвания и образованието през целия живот могат да 
улеснят изпълнението на повечето от Целите на ООН за Устойчиво развитие. В днешния диги-
тален глобализиран свят, ние вярваме, че знанието и прозрачното споделяне на информация са 
основни стълбове за предотвратяване на насилствения екстремизъм и опасните социални разде-
ления. Верен на своите принципи, Женевският Духовен Апел се застъпва за образование, върху 
което се гради трайно междукултурно и междурелигиозно сътрудничество, с краен резултат – 
по-добро благосъстояние на хората, които се развиват в хармония с природата и в устойчив об-
ществен и международен мир. Ние подкрепяме инициативи, които насърчават местни и между-
народни правила за управление, основани на знание, духовност и взаимно уважение.  

 
Настоящият семинар преследва именно такава цел. Желая на неговите участници и 

партньори пълен успех.  
 
С уважение,  

 
Венцеслав Т. Събев  
 
Вице-Президент, Женевски Духовен Апел 
Комисар, Международен Павилион на Мирното Съжителство, Женева 
Ventzeslav_sabev@unitingvalues.org 
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 Geneva, 23.02.2022 
 

Dear Professor Peteva, 
Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
For the second time I have the honor to participate in the International itinerant seminar of 

ULSIT. I would like to thank you for the mutual trust and collaborative spirit we have built since 
the scientific encounter I had the privilege to co-host at the International Reformed Center “John 
Knox” in Geneva, Switzerland, in 2019.  

 
The theme of today’s seminar, “Contemporary dimensions of European education and 

research – the Old continent meets the Middle East and Australia”, is particularly relevant in a 
post-pandemic world, while we look for pragmatic solutions to strenghten social resilience and 
respond to growing appeals from all generations for meaning in life. Value-based education, 
embedding respect, ethics, compassion, empathy, justice, enables to build self-confidence, a 
stronger identity and recognition of our own competencies and knowledge, which can positively 
and constructively contribute to growth and peace. 

 
During the encounter in Geneva in 2019, we looked at innovative methods through which 

the academic community, scientific research and life-long education can facilitate the 
implementation of a large number of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. In today’s 
digitally globalized world, we believe that knowledge and transparent information sharing are 
essential pilars in preventing violent extremism and dangerous social divisions. Faithful to its 
principles since its foundation twenty years ago, the Geneva Spiritual Appeal continues to advocate 
that education is the basis for lasting international, cross-cultural and inter-faith solidarity, 
cooperation and peace. In times of uncertainty as today, we support initiatives which promote local 
and international governance rules based on education, uniting spiritual roots and mutual respect.  

 
The ongoing seminar follows this direction and I wish its participants and partners full 

success. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Ventzeslav Sabev 
 
Vice-President, Geneva Spiritual Appeal 
Commissioner, International Pavilion of the Living Togetherin Peace, Geneva 
Ventzeslav_sabev@unitingvalues.org 
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Prof. Frédéric Esposito, PhD 
Director, Bachelor’s in International Relations 
 
Tel:  (+41 22) 379 37 08 
E-mail:  Frederic.Esposito@unige.ch 

 

Geneva, 24.02.2022 
 
Dear Madam Rector, Professor Peteva, 
Dear Prof. Denchev, 
Dear Participants at the International Seminar  
“Contemporary Dimensions of European Education and Research”, 
 
I recall our first meeting in Geneva, in September 2019, during the seminar of the ULSIT 

Youth Academy for Knowledge Management. I have been impressed by the diversity of topics 
covered and the active interest of students for the wide range of issues covered by international 
organizations in Geneva. Certainly, with the end of Covid-related restrictions, we shall be looking 
forward to new opportunities to meet and work together. 

 
The University of Geneva is at the forefront of the research on innovative methods of 

education and knowledge transmission in a post-pandemic world. We invest on most advanced 
information technologies, but make sure to attract and retain faculty members with up-to-date 
expertise, as well as partners who complement our curriculum. In this sense, the axis from Geneva, 
through the Middle East, to Australia is valuable and strategic for long-term collaborations.  

 
On behalf of the leadership of the Global Studies Insititute and of the Rectorate of the 

Geneva University, I wish you success in this seminar and in the effort to build together the future 
of education. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Frédéric Esposito 
Global Studies Institute,  
University of Geneva 
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Prof. Zein, 
Prof. Peteva, 
Prof. Denchev  
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentleman, 
 
Good morning and welcome to all of you. I’m so glad that all of you are able to 

attend. It is my honor to be here this morning with you. Thanks for joining this 
seminar, and for the important job you do in your mission to enlighten through 
education and science.  

It is my hope that this conference would be able to achieve its objective in 
providing an effective forum for academician, researchers, and practitioners to 
advancing knowledge, research, and technology for humanity. There has always been 
a gap between peoples and communities who can make effective use of education and 
science and those who cannot. ‘We all understand the importance of science, 
technology and innovation in our day-to-day lives and the ways in which they are 
transforming the world. 

If this was not clear earlier, it is blindingly obvious now in the time of the war 
in Ukraine and the post COVID-19 pandemic. Science, technology and innovation 
are indispensable for our response to, and recovery from, this crisis. 

Equally important is our collaboration in this great effort. 
I recognize that all of you are committed to creating bridges of understanding 

and respect that will bring people of different backgrounds together to build stronger 
bonds of communication and cooperation. To increase the awareness and 
understanding of the new educational challenges and the need to shape the skills of 
the new generation, to enhance relationships between different educational 
institutions and systems and their counterparts by recognizing excellence in 
educational practices and setting new benchmarks in science across regions.  

My believe is that such events make stronger dialog and better understanding of 
each other’s systems and the ways of achieving similar goals. Because education is the 
first step. Today is an opportunity for people of different backgrounds and scientific 
experiences to come together in the spirit of respect and tolerance, to share the richness 
of their common beliefs, and to enjoy the traditions of hospitality of our hosts.  

I am convinced that there is so much you can do together and look at the future 
with optimism and eagerness of what has yet to be accomplished. I believe you can 
work in close and creative harmony exploring fresh opportunities, as well as building 
a network of activities that strengthen this bilateral relationship. 

Maybe, this will set an example for our children to follow and make our and fu-
ture communities a better place to live in. Especially in these crazy times we witness 
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today, when brothers and sisters slaughter each other for the sake of fulfilling the in-
terests of their leaders. Because we need new horizons, but without swords. As good 
swordsman or a good leader is much more important than a good sword. And 
education and academic research into the reasons behind such crisis and the 
effectiveness of our policy tools plays an essential role in a way to shape those future 
leaders. It is in your hands.  

So today, as we gather to share the modern dimensions of education and 
science let’s remember that first of all we are all people, summoned to care for our 
brothers and sisters and that we all come together today not only as university 
representatives or scientists, but also as friends...  

Thank you for joining here today in this effort to build those bridges of 
dialogue and understanding between continents.  I hope all of you will have a 
wonderful experience.  

Finally, please allow me to express my deep gratitude to the team of the 
Wollongong University Dubai for the support and the role that they have played in 
putting together this conference.  

 
Thank you.   
 
EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
Villa 6, Jafn St. (Al NAhayan Camp) near Delma St, 
P.O.Box 73541, Abu Dhabi 
Tel: +971 2 644 3381/+971 2 644 3383/+971 2 644 3384 
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DIGITIZATION AND DIGITAL PRESERVATION OF 
CULTURAL HERITAGE: A SHORT OVERVIEW AND 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY… ASSPECTS 

Tereza Trencheva, Evelina Zdravkova, Ivan Trenchev 
University of Library Studies and Information Technologies  

Abstract: Conservation of cultural heritage (CH) is a systematic process of search, study, 
identification, documentation, digitization, registration, digital preservation, conservation, restoration and 
socialization. CH Protection is a system of measures to ensure its preservation in the interest of society. 
Particularly important is the question of the socialization of CH. Traditionally, it is related to the adaptation 
of cultural values and the development of a program for their preservation, restoration and social 
engagement. The goal is to be accessible to both scientists and specialists, as well as to anyone interested in 
their value. In the context of contemporary trends in CH socialization, the role of information and 
communication technologies is growing, which creates new opportunities for access to cultural values in the 
context of national policy in a sphere that is also a priority for the European Union. This policy is part of the 
global doctrine of sustainable development, which is based on the three basic principles: economic 
development, social equilibrium and environmental protection. Aim: to illustrate the place of Intellectual 
Property (IP) in the system of CH, thereby identifying its main ways of assembling, describing, preserving 
and digitizing.  The main emphasis is placed on the digitization of the CH as the main way of its preservation 
and the IP rights arising during this process. Methodology: it is divided on two levels – first of all to review 
the legal framework of the CH and the existence of links and references to the ways of its preservation, 
highlighting the intersections with intellectual property. And second of all the IP regulatory framework, 
which is relevant to the digitalization and digital preservation of cultural heritage, has been analysed and 
practical examples have been examined. Presentation: The possibilities of CH digitization contribute to the 
sustainable development of culture as a guarantee for the formation of the value system of the personality 
and an indicator for achieving a higher quality of life. In this sense, it can serve successfully to overcome a 
number of regional problems by stimulating cultural tourism and achieving educational goals in a university 
environment. It is important to elect for digitization values, which are particularly significant and 
representative for the Bulgarian culture. Digitization is a key mechanism for exploring the unique CH. The 
presence of IP in the CH system is indisputable given the intangible nature of intellectual products. 
Simultaneously, IP is mean for its protection through various modes of copyright and related rights. 
Conclusion: Research on CH, its place and importance for the development of modern society are becoming 
more and more relevant, both nationally and globally. It is an instrument that promotes cultural diversity 
and education and creates an electronic information industry. The emphasis in documenting the heritage is 
to provide access and visibility. IP rights are a challenge to today's information society and the globalizing 
world, together with policies on the preservation, protection and accessibility of digital objects, coherence, 
consistency and cooperation between cultural programs and new technologies. 

Keywords: copyright, intellectual property, digitization, cultural heritage 

Introduction  

Cultural heritage is a culturological and legal term that denotes a set of cultural values of a 
community, and its conservation and preservation is of utmost importance for the preservation of 
national identity and the sustainable development of society. In order to understand and appreciate 
the cultural heritage, a clear historical awareness of the socio-cultural processes that shape the age 
and lifestyle of a nation [1, 2] is necessary. 

The cultural heritage affects the sense of belonging to the common European space, shapes 
the self-consciousness, because it surrounds us everywhere – it is not only in literature, art, objects, 
but also in the crafts we learn from our ancestors, the tales we tell children, the food. That is why 
the European Union (EU) – the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of the 
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European Union announced the year 2018 for European Year of Cultural Heritage [3]. 
According to the European institutions, “Cultural heritage is a universal value for us as 

people, communities and societies”, that is important to preserve and pass on to the future 
generations. It looks like something “from the past” or something static, but it actually changes 
when we interact with it”. Last year, we marked our diverse cultural heritage in Europe – at 
European, national, regional and local levels. The purpose of the European Year of Cultural 
Heritage was to encourage more people to discover and engage with Europe's cultural heritage and 
to enhance the sense of belonging to a common European area. Cultural heritage is not just a legacy 
of the past. It also helps us build tomorrow's societies. That's why the slogan of the year is: Our 
Heritage: where the past meets the future [4]. 

The EU encourages political cooperation in the field of culture between national 
governments and international organizations. Article 167 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union defines the role of the EU in the field of culture as a body that assists, coordinates 
or complements actions by Member States and seeks to bring to the fore the common European 
cultural heritage. The EU supports actions to protect cultural heritage and promotes cooperation and 
transnational exchanges between cultural institutions in Member States [5]. 

1. Cultural Herritage – Main Definitions and Regulatory Acts 
By its very nature, each culture, and hence every cultural heritage, has a clearly distincted 

and socially localized geographic environment associated with the creation of a certain value and 
legislative system. As far as the Bulgarian cultural heritage is concerned, the most recent definition 
of its parameters and scope is contained in the Act on the Cultural Heritage of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, in force since 10.04.2009, promulgated in the Official State Gazette, issue No. 19, 13th 
March 2009. According to this Act: “Cultural heritage covers immaterial and material immovable 
and movable heritage as a collection of cultural values that are the holders of historical memory, 
national identity and have scientific or cultural value.” [6] Article 6 of the same Act lists all objects 
that are defined as cultural values. In the 2011 update of the Act (State Gazette, issue No. 54), the 
natural heritage is included “...natural values (samples), including anthropological remains found in 
field studies, and remains of paleozoology and cultivated plants;” [7], which implies the adoption 
and conservation of the natural and cultural heritage as a common and comprehensive process [8]. 

Conservation of cultural heritage is a systematic process of search, study, identification, 
documentation, registration, conservation, restoration and adaptation. Protection of cultural heritage 
is a system of measures to ensure its preservation in the interest of society. 

Impact on the reforms of the national policy in the field of cultural heritage are also provided 
by the guidelines and recommendations reflected in the international legal instruments of UNESCO. 
For example, cultural heritage conventions focus on different communication aspects in the field of 
heritage, related to sharing knowledge, broad access to information, highlighting the role of cultural 
heritage for sustainable development, stimulating international and regional cooperation for 
conservation and socialization of heritage [8]. 

Cultural heritage is subject to regulation and protection at national and international level. 
Bulgaria, as a member of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), ratified the main conventions in the field of culture: Convention for the Protection of 
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage – in force since 17th September 1975; Convention on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions – ratified by a law adopted by the 
40th National Assembly, promulgated in the Official State Gazette, issue No. 97/2016 in force for 
the Republic of Bulgaria on 18th March 2007; Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in 
the Event of Armed Conflict – ratified by Decree No. 154 in force for Bulgaria since 7.11.1956, 
promulgated in the Official State Gazette issue No. 24/24th March 1959; Convention on means of 
prohibiting and preventing the illicit import, export and transfer of the ownership of cultural 
property – the Convention aims to restrict the trade and the export of cultural values; Convention 
for the Protection of the Submarine Heritage – ratified by law on 10th September 2003, State 
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Gazette issue No. 84/2003. In force since 2nd January 2009 the Convention aims to define the 
underwater heritage and to regulate its protection and preservation not only at national level but also 
at international level; Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage – its main 
objective is to ensure the preservation of the intangible heritage and, besides the definition of what 
is the intangible heritage, but also the founding principle of all the UNESCO conventions on mutual 
assistance in the field of cultural heritage is found; Convention concerning the International 
Exchange of Publications; Convention concerning the Exchange of Official Publications and 
Government Documents between States [4]. 

The basic principle of the European Union's cultural policy is the preservation and 
development of the cultural diversity of each particular country and region. The EU's strategic goal 
for cultural policy is to create a common European identity based on preserving and developing the 
cultural diversity of each country and region. A basic tool for its construction and its successful 
implementation is the digitalisation, access and digital preservation of the cultural heritage and the 
“common memory” of Europe [2]. According to Shalganova, the achievement of a European 
identity depends on the successful creation of a common European cultural memory [9]. 

2. Digitization and Digital Prezervation of Cultural Heritage – Short Overview 
The world is moving upward in its development. The new information society, that focuses 

on the exchange of information and cultural communication in real time, realizes the need for 
digital representation of the cultural heritage in the global information space. The creation and 
promotion of cultural products in today's interactive and globalized world goes hand in hand with 
media and digital technologies. 

In the beginning, a major challenge for the digitalisation of cultural heritage was the 
organization of information and its integration into traditional databases. Now it is at a new stage – 
the protection of the intellectual property of the objects, whose diversity and volumes are constantly 
increasing. At the same time, the opportunities for perceiving, studying and researching cultural 
heritage in all its conceptual aspects shared in the virtual culture of Europe are increasing. Its 
internal characteristic is identified as a system that encompasses all spheres of human activity and is 
generally accessible in the information space in the new type of society – the information society 
with its inherent characteristics of real-time exchange of information and cultural communication 
where the cardinal changes are in communication between people [10]. 

The databases should present to the fullest extent the specificity of the cultural heritage, the 
information should be comprehensive, to include artefacts and fragments, artistic works and cultural 
phenomena, which are presented scientifically and with specialized terminology. The digital 
documentation of the Bulgarian cultural heritage is an important but difficult task in view of the 
constantly growing information and the accumulation of masses [11]. 

The digitization is a process of converting (transforming) information on an analogue carrier 
(text, audio and video signals, telephone pulses) into digital form thanks to electronic devices using 
the scanning method, which covers the processes of analogue information conversion to digital. 
This allows the information to be processed, stored and transmitted in a digital environment via 
computer networks, satellite, Internet, social networks – WEB 2.0, knowledge networks – WEB 3.0, 
to the user regardless of its location. The term comes from English – digital [12]. 

The main objectives of digitization are to preserve the analogue information resources and 
their long-term storage in the form of digital copies, as well as to provide access to these copies 
through digital devices and networks and to collect them in digital libraries [13]. Digitization 
provides access to information in the global network. But greater opportunities for online use 
require new forms and standards to protect copyright and intellectual property. 

For the purpose of this paper, digitization is seen not only as a process of digitization of 
traditional information flows, but also as an environment that integrates knowledge and skills 
professionals into both technology and law with the aim of creating, storing, accessing, use of 
cultural heritage as an intellectual property that needs protection. 
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3. Intellectual Property And Cultural Heritage – Conceptualization Attempt 
In the context of increasing digitization, it is important to address the need to consider ways 

to encourage institutions and professionals to conclude copyright agreements with the copyright 
holders at the start of digitization, to promote the development of competitive conditions with the 
participation of online media to facilitate the spread of European cultural heritage throughout the 
continent. 

It is essential to guarantee the rights of intellectual property holders and to ensure that their 
work is fairly rewarded. Regulating the processes that concern the protection of intellectual property 
rights, digitization of creativity is an unprecedented challenge, requiring reconsideration of issues 
relating to the balance between fair conditions for access to cultural objects and cultural services 
and new media. On the other hand, achieving better accessibility of cultural diversity and the 
successful mastery of the digitization process are strongly dependent on effective education through 
modern education systems and broadband infrastructure.  

The work of the teams that exploit artefacts to preserve, digitize, and present cultural-
historical and scientific heritage hides challenges that can lead to an interdisciplinary network for 
collaborative work in the field. 

The place of intellectual property in the system of cultural-historical heritage, according to 
V. Borisova, is in several respects: intellectual property is intangible; intellectual property is a 
means for protecting the cultural heritage through copyright; on scientific works developed by done 
searches, research and documentation, rights arise that are governed by the Copyright and Related 
Rights Act. Borisova considers the ownership of the research results, the documentation, the 
preservation, the digitization and the use of the cultural heritage. The Cultural Heritage Act 
regulates the reservation and protection of the cultural heritage of the Republic of Bulgaria. In 
general, we can say that intellectual property is present at two levels in cultural heritage relations. 
First of all, on the occasion of its use directly from the source of its origin and, secondly, on the 
materials and documents created as a result of the research on its search, description, documentation 
and digitization. The digitization of cultural heritage is an extremely topical issue, given that this 
process involves a large number of preparatory operations, each of which requires specialized 
knowledge [15]. 

It is important to clarify that the digitization of cultural heritage is the work of authors and 
scholars who process archival documents and of material of tangible nature such as folk art. “In 
both cases, the archival documents on the materials, part of museum collections, have a right of 
property belonging to the relevant institutes or museums” [15]. 

The digitization requires the mobilization of a number of specialists – learners, researchers, 
media creators, educational non-governmental organizations united by the cause – preserving 
cultural heritage and supporting the development of society, better realization of the new 
generations through new technologies, promoting innovation. The digitization of Bulgaria's cultural 
heritage should become a national strategy with measurable goals in order to enter in the online 
world more and to be a necessity to see it with new eyes to appreciate its extremely high value. 

Because knowing our history allows us to meet a time that does not belong to us and people 
that we will never meet but will bring us to other times and ages, will help us to understand the 
world, to rediscover ourselves as successors of glories ancestors, to touch deep-rooted knowledge of 
the past – vast and varied, with different cultures, traditions, way of life. Informed and aware of our 
roots, culture, cultural differences, and so on, people can more easily understand the need for a 
reasonable development of society. History helps us understand the change. After a thorough study 
of history, we can best understand how people, communities, nations and the world in general have 
changed over time because history is a chronicle of life. The worldview of each person is 
determined by his individual experience and past. If one is not aware of mankind's historical 
experience, it cannot fully understand the need for change and development. 
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Conclusions 
A basic human right to choose where you live as a framework of historical values. Based on 

this new reality, based on the Internet, global space and a world without borders, the new 
educational and information environment is becoming more pragmatic, more adaptable. 

In recent years, our personal and professional lives have become more and more digitized 
and we have increasingly had access to important information for us at any time and almost 
everywhere in real time. Apps that provide us with a place to store them in the cloud internet space 
are becoming more and more necessary, and the place we need is getting bigger. 

Cultural heritage as a covenant of generations has other dimensions – moral, economic. The 
revolution in information technology and the Internet reproduce the values, the knowledge of 
history. The Modern Age requires science to modify heritage as a national identity. But there are no 
specified digitization standards in Bulgaria, there are no software products to implement 
digitization, which is an extremely costly and lengthy process and requires time and specialists. 

Cultural heritage is a strong brand in the Bulgarian culture, which affirms and increases the 
competitiveness of the country. Thus CHH contributes to the development of cultural tourism and 
other areas of the economy. This requires society to be more aware of the conservation of CHH. 

Over the last decade, technologies are ahead of business decisions, becoming more and more 
accessible to more and more people. Knowledge of technologies is becoming more and more 
important for every EU citizen. Easy access to content and service everywhere and at any time 
saves time, removes distances, creates new trends that challenge each organization. Flexible actions 
are needed, building a corporate culture oriented to digitization and simplification of processes. 
Transformation is defined over time by strategies, policies, innovations, investment in modern 
technologies and laboratories, partnerships with high-tech companies, but also education, because 
specialists are the ambassadors of digitization and a team of adherents. 

Need for courses, disciplines, specialties..., because those who adapt quickly win the race. 
The Internet connects people and gives unlimited access to the knowledge gathered over 

millennia. Following the economic boom, the discovery of new technologies and their rapid entry 
into the world, their use to solve more and more practical problems, comes the information 
revolution of the 20th century in the software and the Internet with the powerful PCs, mobile 
phones. Very fast after them enter the online banking, internet shopping, remote activities from the 
smartphone and work from home. Digital technologies are improving, and society has to adapt to 
them, human life is becoming more comfortable and convenient with the use of VPN services, 
encrypted messengers, Internet independence and security, and online communication. The new 
generation successfully integrates itself with the surrounding technologies and is about to merge 
into one person and a robot and launch a new revolution that will use the abilities of artificial 
intelligence. If technologies influence human beings, then the social and cultural aspect of human 
life sets foot on history, settling, accumulation, and heritage as a national treasure. Even in the 
opening of the calling, when looking for a job, values are the ones that lead and guide us. The 
choice made on the basis of values is the most sustainable, and good communication between 
countries creates a clean ecology of relationships in the spirit of folk traditions and customs. 

In conclusion, it should be noted that the present study does not address all the issues raised 
in it, but provides a good discussion base for their future regulation. 
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